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of the Vedic text are indispensable links in the chain of its
reasoning. Every link is inevitable as a logical necessity and
cannot be replaced by another. There is thus established a
complete organic connection between word and thought. The
texts are made the medium and vehicle of so much thought,
so intense and profound, that a mere reading cannot grasp
it. It can be assimilated only by a process of intense ab-
straction and subjectivity following the mere reading. The
ideal was to make language carry the heaviest burden and
the largest content of thought.
This conception of the high mission of speech as a vehicle
of Thought is presented in several significant passages of the
Rig Veda. One passage throws light upon the educational
methods of the times by stating how pupils first learnt direct-
ly from the lips of their teacher the texts that were taught
and then committed them to memory by constantly repeating
and reciting them. The collective noise of their recitation is
compared to the croaking of frogs. But when their mastery
of the words and the text was thus achieved by mechanical
repetition, the pupils had to undertake the more arduous task
of fathoming their inner meaning. This they could achieve
only by a process of intense subjectivity and contemplation in
the manner of the frogs going into sleep and silence after the
rains. Then when enlightenment was achieved by this process
of silent, solitary contemplation they burst out into speech
(vacham avadiskuh) like frogs quickened into activity by the
clouds (parjanya) after a year's slumber.
This Vedic literary standard and technique, by which words
are charged with meaning which cannot be comprehended by
mere reading but only by regulated meditation, carried with
them their appropriate educational methods. The word of
the Veda had to be heard and grasped by the. ear as Sruti.
It was not to be seen or reduced to writing. Vedic wisdom
was not something to be merely read. It was to be lived,
contemplated and assimilated as an integral part of con-
sciousness. It was to be treasured up in the heart as a
spiritual possession and not to be treated as something mate-
rial and external to be stared up in MSS. or books to adorn
a library like furniture. The tradition of Vedic learning was
to impart it to t&e ear a$ a secret .doctrine to be contemplat-